Catherine of Braganza. Even before Charles had arrived in
England, the Portuguese Ambassador had made overtures
to Monk for a marriage which under the implicit terms of
such royal contracts would give Portugal English support
in her struggle to maintain her independence of Spain. The
negotiations were resumed when Charles had settled in
Whitehall. Portugal offered as dowry half a million
pounds, the sovereignty of Bombay and Tangiers and a
concession for English ships to trade freely with Brazil and
the Portuguese East Indies. It was a magnificent offer and
would enable Charles not only to repair his own fortunes
but to do something for the nation's commerce. Bombay
provided England its first, much needed foothold in India
while Tangiers was reported to assure its possessor complete
control of the Mediterranean. When these points were
brought out during a discussion of the match, Hyde noted
that '* his Majesty seemed very much affected." As early as
November, 1660, Charles had decided to encourage the
Portuguese advances, and one day wrote a polite message
to Catherine's mother, which he showed first to Hyde with
the note:

" I send you heere my Letter that is for the Queene of
Portugal, 'tis the worst Spanish that ever was writt."

By this time Spain had become alarmed at the prospect
of England in alliance with what Madrid insisted on re-
garding as a rebellious province. The Spanish Ambassador
at London tried hard to break off the negotiations. He
declared the Infanta was deformed and incapable of bear-
ing children, he extolled the charms of several Italian
princesses, and finally he announced that if the negotia-
tions continued, he had orders to declare war. This last was
a little too much for Charles in his new dignity and power.
He replied that the Ambassador might leave the country
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